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SECTION 1 

Introduction  
The Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe (MMPZ) monitors 15 mainstream 
news outlets in Zimbabwe, 11 in print, four radio and one television station. In 
its monitoring, MMPZ identifies trends in the media’s presentation of news. 
Through analysing these trends, MMPZ hopes to enhance the public’s 
understanding of the news and provide a mirror for the media to introspect on 
representations in the news.  
 
MMPZ found it important to look at the top newsmakers of the week to 
determine whether there was a trend in the personalities being talked about 
by the local media. This pattern could help reflect the capacities in which 
various personalities are given prominence in the news. Follow up research 
on top newsmakers will be conducted to further define this pattern.   
 

Who made the news last week? 
This  media trend analysis report looked at the newsmakers of the week of 
September 11-17, 2015. It highlights the people who made the news and 
gave an analysis of who these people are. The report also tries to define 
whether there is a pattern in the people who were the subject of news stories 
in different sections of the paper and also across different media platforms. 
 
Who did the media write most about in the week under 
review? 
 
1. Robert Gabriel Mugabe - President of Zimbabwe 
2. Joice Mujuru  - Former Vice President of Zimbabwe 
3. Sikhanyiso Ndlovu -  Liberation War hero (Deceased)  
4. Morgan Tsvangirai - President of the MDC-T Party 
5. Kirsty Coventry  - Athlete 
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Fig.1 Top 5 newsmakers in the media monitored  
 
Name  Sex Capacity What were the stories 

about  
Number 

of 
stories  

Robert 
Gabriel 
Mugabe  

M Head of State  Official opening of the 
3rd session of the 8th 
Parliament of 
Zimbabwe 
 
Reshuffling of Cabinet  
 
 

60 

Joice 
Mujuru 

F Leader of "People 
First" movement 
and former Vice-
President of 
Zimbabwe 

Launch of the BUILD 
Manifesto and reactions 
from various 
stakeholders  

40 

Sikhanyiso 
Ndlovu 
(late) 

M Late member of 
ZANU PF, member 
of the ZANU PF 
Politburo and 
former Cabinet 
minister. He was 
declared a national 
hero 

Announcement of his 
death, obituaries and 
announcement of burial 
procedures.  

26 

Morgan 
Tsvangirai  

M President of the 
MDC-T party 

Proposed Coalition with 
other political parties 
 
 

13 

Kirsty 
Coventry 

F Olympic Swimmer  All Africa games where 
she won three gold 
medals  

9 

 
The 15 media outlets monitored overall focussed on politicians as the subjects 
of their stories, more than any other group of people.  As the table reflects, 
four of the top five newsmakers are political figures and the number five is 
interestingly an Olympic swimmer. The choice of news subjects by the media 
is reflective of what the media considers to be news in the Zimbabwean 
context - their news values, and currently political figures are news. While 
what the politicians do, or the issues they represent may be important, it 
seems they are also considered news in themselves as political figures.   
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SECTION 2  

Which	  media	  wrote	  on	  who?	  
 
While President Mugabe was the top overall newsmaker, there are marked 
differences when representations on the various news platforms are 
compared, as the table below shows. 
 
# Daily 

newspapers 
Weekly 
newspapers 

Radio stations Television 
(ZTV1) 

     
1 Robert Mugabe Joice Mujuru Robert Mugabe Sikhanyiso 

Ndlovu 
2 Joice Mujuru Robert Mugabe Sikhanyiso 

Ndlovu 
Grey 
Mupinjaira 

3 Sikhanyiso 
Ndlovu 

Aliko Dangote, 
Morgan Tsvangirai 

Kirsty Coventry, 
Joice Mujuru, 
Rosemary 
Mugadza 

 

4 Morgan 
Tsvangirai 

Emmerson 
Mnangagwa 

  

5 Kirsty Coventry    
 
The differences in how the media covers various personalities is highly 
dependent on the nature of the medium on which they are appearing.  While 
daily reports in the daily newspapers and radio news focus a lot more on 
events, and personalities involved in those events, the weekly newspapers 
tend to write more about issues, contain more features and analysis than daily 
newspapers or radio stations.  
 
In the analysis of news, the report looked at stories, which the personality was 
the "subject" of news as opposed to an "actor" who just appears in the news 
whose subject is about something else.  This explained the results from the 
analysis of the television news stories where the majority of the stories 
focussed on an event or an issue without personalities necessarily being the 
subject of the stories themselves.  This was with the exception of Sikhanyiso 
Ndlovu who passed away during that week, and stories on Grey Mupinjaira, 
the man found with a live Egyptian Cobra in his possession.  
 
Daily newspapers 
President Robert Mugabe was the subject of news stories 42 times in the 
daily newspapers. This figure was boosted by his reshuffling of cabinet, the 
build up to the opening of the third session of Parliament and the subsequent 
reaction to the event especially the mix-up that resulted in the President 
reading the wrong speech at the ceremony. This gaffe generated a lot of 
media attention at the expense of the President.  All but one of the top five 
news personalities in the dailies are political figures.  
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Fig.2 Top newsmakers in daily newspapers 

 
 
 
Weekly newspapers 
The weeklies category was dominated by news of the launch of the People 
First party’s manifesto made former vice President Joice Mujuru the subject of 
news stories. She topped this category as she appeared 13 times. Nigerian 
businessman, Aliko Dangote was also prominent in the weeklies, he appeared 
in the news five times.  The distribution of top newsmakers in the weeklies is 
shown in fig.3.  
 
 
Fig.3 Top newsmakers in weekly newspapers  
 

 
 
 
Television 
The electronic media was dominated by news of the death of ZANU PF 
stalwart Sikhanyiso Ndlovu who made headlines 10 times. The national 
television station also prioritised the death of Ndlovu. He was the top 
newsmaker on TV as he made the news five times on the station as shown in 
Fig. 4. 
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Fig.4 Top newsmakers on ZTV 
 

 
 
Radio  
While Ndlovu’s death topped the headlines in the electronic media overall, he 
was second to President Mugabe who was once again the top newsmaker on 
radio where  the President made headlines eight times during the monitored 
week.   
 
Fig. 5 Top newsmakers on the monitored radio stations  
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SECTION 3 
 

News subjects on the front page 
 
The front page stories of a newspapers and those billed as top stories in the 
broadcast media are seen as the marketing points by the media. These 
stories are perceived to be the most important stories of the day. It is with the 
mind-set that this study seeks to identify newsmakers who were given front 
page and top story status by the local media over the monitoring period.    
MMPZ observed that all the personalities who appeared on the front pages of 
newspapers and in top stories of the electronic media were politicians. 
Interestingly in most cases it was the same prominent figures who made the 
news. In the dailies, President Mugabe received the most front-page coverage 
in the run up to the opening of the third session of the eighth Parliament and 
the reshuffling of Parliament.  He featured on the front pages of dailies 16 
times. A long way behind him was the late Sikhanyiso Ndlovu whose death 
was announced by most media outlets.   
 
Fig.6 Top newsmakers who appeared on the front page of daily newspapers  
 

 
 
The same faces also made headlines in the top stories of the electronic 
media.  President Mugabe and Sikhanyiso Ndlovu were the top newsmakers 
as shown in Fig.7.  
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Fig.7 Top newsmakers in top stories of the electronic media  
 

 
While the electronic media and dailies focused on the same personalities, the 
weeklies were a bit more diverse in the subjects of their front-page stories.  
The seven weeklies monitored produced eight different newsmakers as 
indicated by Fig.8.  
 
 
Fig.8 Top newsmakers on the front pages of weeklies 
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SECTION 4  
 

Top Newsmakers in different news categories 
 
# Politics Business Social Sport 
1 Robert Mugabe Aliko Dangote Grey 

Mupinganjira 
Kirsty Coventry 

2 Joice Mujuru Robert Mugabe Jah Prayzah  Rosemary 
Mugadza 

3 Sikhanyiso 
Ndlovu  

Phelekezela 
Mphoko  

Memory 
Siyabande  

Lloyd 
Chitembwe  

4 Morgan 
Tsvangirai 

Patrick 
Chinamasa  

Beverly Sibanda  Norman Mapeza  

5 Tendai Biti  Romeo Pemba  Andrew Langa  
Charles 
Manyuchi  
Joey Antipas  

 
Reports on politics tended to have the most articles that had people as their 
subjects as compared to the other sections in the news. Of interest to note is 
that while the three sections on politics, business and social were dominated 
by men, the sport sections had two women as the top newsmakers in that 
category.  
 
1) Politics  
Political news had the most frequent newsmakers during the week monitored, 
the section had 92 newsmakers that appeared 179 times. President Mugabe 
topped the list as he made the news 55 times. In second place was Joice 
Mujuru who made the news following the launch of People First’s manifesto 
Blueprint to Unlock Investment and Leverage for Development (BUILD), she 
was the subject of 38 reports. This is shown in fig.9.  
 
Fig.9 Top newsmakers in political stories  
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2) Social  
This section had the highest number of newsmakers. There was a lot of 
diversity in the people who made the news in this section. The majority of 
them were ordinary people who were featured in crime and court reports. 
Most of these people only made headlines once except for a handful who 
were led by Grey Mupinganjira who made headlines eight times after he was 
found in possession of a live Egyptian Cobra. The other top newsmakers in 
this category are shown in fig.10.  Apart from ordinary people this category 
also featured many artistes who made the news in various capacities.  
 
Fig.10 Top newsmakers in Social news  
 

 
 
3) Business 
 
The business and economy section had the least number of personalities, as 
most the stories in this category were issue based. Over the monitored week 
just 32 individuals were the subjects of business and economic stories. 
Nigerian business mogul, Aliko Dangote was the most prominent newsmaker 
in the business section followed by President Mugabe who made the 
headlines three times. Fig.11 illustrates this.  
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Fig.11 Top newsmakers in the business and economy section 
 

 
 
 
4) Sport 
 
The sports section featured many different newsmakers with only seven 
people making the news multiple times.  Olympic Swimming sensation Kirsty 
Coventry was the top newsmaker in this category, she made headlines nine 
times for her conquests at the All Africa Games where she racked in three 
gold medals. Former women’s national soccer team coach Rosemary 
Mugadza also made headlines after she was relieved of her duties as the 
Mighty Warriors coach. She made the news six times. The distribution of the 
top newsmakers is highlighted in Fig.12.  
 
Fig.12 Top newsmakers in the sports category 
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News subjects in opinion pieces and editorial comments  
 
Editorial comments and opinion pieces set the agenda on pertinent issues of 
the day. Editorial Comments usually articulate the paper’s position on certain 
developments that occur in society; this section of the paper usually 
commands a large following. The same can be said for opinion pieces since 
experts in certain fields and opinion leaders are given the platform to address 
certain developments in society. During the monitored period, MMPZ noticed 
that the same faces who made headlines on the front pages and in top stories 
were the ones who were the subject of commentaries and opinion pieces 
Prominent political figures were recurrent as newsmakers in the opinion 
pieces and editorial comments of both the daily newspapers and weeklies. 
What was different was the rank that the politicians occupied, for example in 
the daily newspapers; instead of President Mugabe it was Joice Mujuru’s 
manifesto that received the most media coverage. The former vice President 
was talked about 15 times. President Mugabe was a distant second as he 
was the subject of eight opinion pieces and commentaries.  
 
Fig 13. Top newsmakers in opinion pieces and editorial commentaries of 
daily newspapers  
  

 
 
 
In the section on weeklies, President Mugabe was marginally ahead of Joice 
Mujuru but was tied at the top with Vice President Emmerson Mnangagwa 
who also made headlines three times as well.  This is illustrated in Fig.14.  
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Fig.14 Top newsmakers in opinion and commentaries of weekly 
newspapers 
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SECTION	  5	  
 

Who are these people who made news headlines?  
 
The people who made the news did so in various capacities. While politicians 
were mainly vocal in political and governance issues, this was not the case in 
the other sections of the news in which other newsmakers were prominent.  
Members of the public made the news more than any other group of people. 
They made the news 110 times; they just edged out politicians who were a 
close second with 98 stories in which they were the subjects of news articles. 
This is shown in fig.15. However, members of the public made the headlines 
mostly in court reports as victims or perpetrators of crime.  President Mugabe 
was the most prominent individual as he made the news 60 times in his 
capacity as Zimbabwe’s Head of State.  
 
Fig.15 Capacity of newsmakers  
 

 
 
 
Artistes and sports personalities were more prominent in specialised reports 
in the entertainment and sports sections of newspapers and news bulletins. 
These sections proved to be more diverse as there were very few 
newsmakers that made the news repeatedly unlike in the politics and 
governance category. 
 

Gender dynamics in the media  
Overall female newsmakers were not as prevalent as their male counterparts 
in all 15 media outlets that were monitored. Of the 402 newsmakers that 
appeared in the news, women only made up 25% of the newsmakers as 
shown in fig.16. Even though women constitute more than half the national 
population, they continue to be under represented as subjects in the news 
media, which is a cause for great concern. 
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It was however interesting to note that female newsmakers were more 
prominent in the sports section. Swimming sensation, Kirsty Coventry and 
former Mighty Warriors coach, Rosemary Mugadza were the most regular 
newsmakers for the week. Coventry who was the top newsmaker appeared 
nine times whilst Mugadza who came in second featured six times. However, 
these two were the only women who were newsmakers in the sports section. 
 
Even though men appeared more as subjects of news stories overall it was 
encouraging to note that two of the top five newsmakers of the week were 
women. Joice Mujuru ranked second whilst Kirsty Coventry was fifth.   
 
Fig.16 Distribution of newsmakers by sex 
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SECTION 6 

Reflections  
 
MMPZ observed that politicians were the top newsmakers in both the 
electronic and print media outlets. They were also the subjects of opinion 
pieces and commentaries that were published during the week. Members of 
the public were subjects of news mainly in court reports in which they made 
the headlines as victims or perpetrators of crime. Sports personalities and 
artistes were the top newsmakers in the sports and entertainment sections of 
the local media. Business and economy stories had the least number of 
newsmakers since most of the reports were issue based. Very few women 
made headlines in the news during the past week as compared to their male 
counterparts. It remains to be seen whether the trends that were identified in 
this research will remain static since most of the newsmakers were propelled 
by events. 
 

Talking point  
	  

 Should ordinary people only make the news for being involved in 
scandalous or criminal activity?  

 
In the next issue  
Now that we have seen who the top newsmakers are, in the next 
instalment of media reflections MMPZ will look at the issues that are 
made the news in the week starting Friday 18 September to Thursday 24 
September 2015. This will help shed light on the issues that the local 
mainstream media are considering a priority. 
 
This publication was circulated by the Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe; 38 Harvey Brown; Milton 
Park; Harare Mobile Number: 0778938522 Email: monitors@mmpz.org.zw Facebook: Media Monitoring 
Project Zimbabwe: Feedback is welcome  
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Annexure 1:  The monitored media  
 

Electronic media  Daily newspapers  Weekly Newspapers  
Government-
controlled  

Commercial  
Radio  
Stations  

Government-
controlled  

Privately-
owned  

Government-
controlled  

Privately owned  

• ZTV 
• Spot 

FM 

• Star 
FM 

• ZiFM 

• The 
Herald  

• Chronicle  

• Daily 
News 

• News
Day 

• The 
Sunday 
Mail 

• Sunday 
News  

• Manica 
Post  

• Daily News 
on Sunday  

• Financial 
Gazette 

• The 
Standard 

• Zimbabwe 
Independent  

 
 

 


